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extends for twenty miles north of Punnah, and the work-
ing of his mines, the products of which are most esteemed
in the markets of Benares and Allahabad, employs a large
number of Hindoos. They are very hardly treated, con-
demned to the severest labour, and running a great chance
of being decapitated as soon as their work is no longer
required: so it is not to be wondered at that the Nana found
many amongst them ready to fight for the independence of
their country.
Leaving this place the brothers came southwards again,
intending to return to the Pal of Tandit However,
before provoking the southern rising which should coincide
with that of the north, they determined to stop at
Bhopal.
This is an important Mussulman town, and the capital
of Islamism in India. Its begum remained faithful to
the English during the time of the rebellion.
Nana Sahib and Balao Rao, accompanied by a dozen
Ghoonds, arrived at Bhopal on the 24th of May, the last
day of the Moharum festival, instituted to celebrate the
revival of the Mussulman army. Both had assumed the
dress of " joguis," religious mendicants armed with long
daggers with rounded blades, which they dig into their
bodies in a fanatical manner, though without doing
any great harm.
Being unrecognizable in this disguise, the two brothers